
Old Farm Estates Subdivision

Minutes of August 12, 2008 Meeting

7:30 p.m. at OFE Pool
Meeting called to order at 7:30 by Kathy Schweitzer.
Trustees Present:  Jerry Goldberg, Les Shenberg, Kathy Schweitzer, Dan Bellows, Larry Jackson, Gary Hall, Sam Craig, Ted Campbell, David Voeller, Mike Davis, Nancy Gray, Joy Fisher
Absent:  Lynn Reyner, Karla Reichelt, Shane Neifert
Visitors:  Barbara Gates, Linda Springmeier, Bob Parker, Armetira Rowey, Chris Hester, Michele Tischer, Debbie Nicholson, Tammy Davis
Review of the July 8 Meeting Minutes

Dave made a motion to accept the July 8 minutes.  Motion was seconded.  Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report (Content submitted prior to meeting)
We ended the month with $52,596.18 in cash and investments.  
Total revenue for the month was $596 which included $390 in assessments collected and $88 in interest income.  Past due assessments decreased by $390 in July.  The total amount of assessments past due is $2,600 which include $1,140 for assessment year 2008.  The remaining $1,460 is due for prior assessment years.

Total expense for the month was $9,225.  This included the following:

1. $    551  C&V office expenses (most mailing cost) 

2. $    407  Street light electricity

3. $    475  Postage and printing for Gazette

4. $    110  Special Events (4th of July Parade and Party)

5. $      45  Miscellaneous expense (bank safe deposit box)

6. $ 1,220  Landscaping maintenance (cuttings in May)

7. $    450  Playground - Spring application of mulch

8. $ 2,000  Landscape improvements (replant areas at ball field and outside the pool)

9. $ 3,965  Pool repairs

We are carrying a balance Due the City and Village of $393.

- Ted

Common Ground  (A portion of content submitted prior to meeting)
Playground
The play ground was revamped August 4 by filling in dirt.  We had budgeted for 7 cubic yards, but had to have 6 more delivered along with approximately 4 yards from a common ground area (back in the woods, not visible).  Also had 4.5 yards of chips installed to complete the project (had budgeted for 3 yards).

 

Pool Island
Weeds and grass were pulled at the pool island and at Bookbinder.  Two yards of mulch were installed.  A pre-emergent will be applied to cut down on future weed growth.

Front Entrance Gatehouse
The previous OFE gatehouse bid from John Beal Inc. for repairs due to vehicle damage was $1,875 for masonry and $675 for the low walls around the gatehouse.  New bids of $600 for the gatehouse and $175 for the low walls around the gatehouse have been received from Massey.  State Farm Insurance has approved the $600 bid from Massey.  So, we will be out only $175 for the work needed on the low walls ($600 was approved by the trustees at last meeting).  A bid from Gray Painting of $520 for painting of the gatehouse and $260 for the painting of the low walls has been submitted to State Farm Insurance.  They are not expected to pay for the walls.  The walls were not damaged during the accident.  Chesterfield Nursery has submitted a bid for the damaged landscaping and that bid is pending an approval from State Farm Insurance.  State Farm Insurance has been honoring all clams so far. 
-Larry 

Larry made a motion to approve $260 for painting the low walls of the gatehouse.  Motion was seconded.  There was some discussion.  Motion approved.

Neighborhood Watch (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Break-in At Pool – Someone broke into the guard shack on the evening of August 4, 2008.  They stole $25, the daily beginning cash in the cash box.  A report was filed with St. Louis County police.

Otherwise, it has been relatively quiet from the St. Louis County Police.

This is really my last report for this committee.  I have turned over my files and materials to Les as of tonight. 

Respectfully submitted

Sam Craig

Ex-Chairman

Recreation
Nothing to report
Architectural
Nothing to report

Website (Content submitted prior to meeting)
The Contact page has been updated with Joy Fisher’s email and telephone number.  I’ve also emailed her the “new trustee” documents (2) that I received last year as a new trustee.
The Meeting Minutes page has been updated.
The Newsletter page has been updated with the most recent Gazette.

-Dave

Streets and Sidewalk 

Nothing to report

Gazette
Nothing to report
Welcome Wagon
Nothing to report
Pool Committee (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Financial – A financial report showing activity for July, 2008 and 2008 year to date was emailed and given to all trustees based on current information, we anticipate being at cash break-even or better for 2008.  If a copy is needed it can be requested and emailed as “OFE Pool July 2008 Financial statements.pdf”.

Maintenance 

Water Leak – The water leak on the main water line to the pool was fixed on 7/15 thanks to fantastic work by Omega Plumbing.  The leak was right where the specialist said it would be.  Omega took care of the permit, negotiated a great deal on the backhoe work, and repaired the leak for no charge.  The total cost for the repair was only $840.  I want to extend a huge thank you to Omega Plumbing for their help with this problem.  Any OFE homeowner needing a great plumber can reach Omega at 291-2003.

Membership – We are at a total of 133 memberships, seven more than last year.  We added a member to our committee, Scott Welker.  Scott will help us with repairs and mechanical issues.

Operations – Someone broke into the guard shack on the evening of August 4, 2008.  They stole $25, the daily beginning cash in the cash box.  A report was filed with St. Louis County police.  The door was broken into.  A temporary repair was accomplished that day.  The door will need a permanent repair or may need to be replaced.  

Respectfully submitted

Sam Craig

Chairman

Larry made a motion to use the OFE budget to pay the $840 rather than using the pool operation budget.  Motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Motion approved.
Long Range Planning 

GRG – LRP Committee members have a copy of the first draft of a contract OFE will send to GRG.  Kathy has had an email contact and phone contact with Patrick Owens.  General discussion with GRG’s appraiser indicated that the appraisal amount for granting easement might be in the neighborhood of $0.25 to $0.35 per square foot.  Larry Jackson has estimated that there is about 5,000 linear feet of 14 foot wide path that will require easement.  Patrick does not know when GRG will get an official appraisal of the easement.

Patrick has been made aware that they had promised to send out a survey to the OFE homeowners which did not happen and instead was done by OFE trustees.  He was asked again to get in contact with home owners adjacent to the trail.

Ted made a motion to get an OFE appraisal for up to $500.  Motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Ted withdrew the motion because GRG isn’t ready to move forward with the trail at this time.  Larry agreed to rescind his second.  
Ted made a motion to have the Long Range Planning committee get an OFE appraisal as soon as GRG has produced an offer for the OFE easement.  The OFE appraisal will give OFE trustees an independent opinion of what the easement is worth.  Motion was seconded.  Motion approved.

Ted made a motion to get a trail feasibility study from GRG to do an alternate layout (call it Alternative C).  Alternative C would consist of the original “Route A” on the west side of Bookbinder but altered to run south of OFE driveway between driveway and backstop.  This altered “Route A” would be combined with “Route B” on the east side of Bookbinder which would continue to run on the south side of ball field.  In this Alternative C layout, fill would be required between OFE driveway and the OFE backstop on the “Route A” side to bring the trail to the same level as the OFE driveway.  Motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Motion failed.

Cul-de-sacs
There have been 2 meetings since the committee was formed.  “Before” pictures have been taken of the current condition of the cul-de-sacs.  The committee is trying to get the OFE garden club to help establish a bare minimum standard for maintenance.  The committee is also discussing the possibility of having a volunteer day for working on the cul-de-sacs.
New Business
Page-Olive Connector – Jerry has been in contact with Adam Spector (project manager 3) from Saint Louis County.  Together they have set up a meeting on August 25 from 7-9pm at Thornhill Library to discuss the connector with residents.  Representatives from the First Baptist Church of Creve Coeur, Mill Ridge development and Terra Vista development will be in attendance.  Nancy will call Senator Loudon and Kathy will call Representative Chris Liese to invite both of them.
Maryland Heights Planning and Zoning will have a meeting on August 26 starting at 7pm at the City Hall Council Chambers, 212 MillWell Drive where there may be further discussion about planning and zoning in the same area as the connector.

Separately there is another 2 lane road already near completion that will dump traffic into Creve Coeur Mill Road near Hobnail.  There have been no real plans by Saint Louis County on what to do about any increased traffic.  

Jerry made a motion to officially have the OFE trustees support the meeting on August 25.  Motion was seconded.  Motion approved.

Jerry made a motion to spend $200 on postcards notifying all OFE residents of the August 25 meeting.  Motion was seconded.  There was discussion.  Motion approved.
Old Business

GRG Survey – 162 residents responded and of those 80% were for the trail and 20% were against.  The results of the survey will be posted on the OFE web site.
Directory – We have 2 advertisers.  If anyone knows someone that might want to advertise in the directory please let Nancy know.
Audit Committee
Nancy, Jerry, and Dan volunteered to be on the annual audit committee.

Good and Welfare
There was discussion.
Meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

David Voeller 
Approved September 9, 2008











