
Old Farm Estates Subdivision

Minutes of July 8, 2008 Meeting

7:30 p.m. at Thornhill Library

Meeting called to order at 7:30 by Larry Jackson in Kathy Schweitzer’s initial absence.  Kathy later took over the meeting when she arrived.
Trustees Present:  Jerry Goldberg, Lynn Reyner, Kathy Schweitzer, Karla Reichelt, Dan Bellows, Larry Jackson, Gary Hall, Sam Craig, Ted Campbell, David Voeller, Shane Neifert, Les Shenberg, Mike Davis
Absent:  Nancy Gray
Visitors:  Doug Reyner, Bob Gates, Barbara Gates, Linda Springmeier, Bob Parker, Armetira Rowey, Kris Voeller, Sue Jackson and Dick Hengesh

Review of the May 13 Meeting Minutes

Dave made a motion to accept the May 13 minutes and it was seconded.  Discussion was held.
Larry made a call to question and it was seconded.  Motion passed.
A vote on Dave’s motion was taken and motion passed.
Review of the June Meeting Minutes

Dave made a motion to accept the June 10 minutes and it was seconded.  Discussion was held.

Sam made a call to question and it was seconded.  The call to question was rescinded.

Lynn made a motion to include committee reports as submitted (written report plus all supporting documents i.e. architectural plans, schedules, reference materials, etc...) in their entirety in the minutes and it was seconded.  Discussion was held.  Motion failed.  Minutes will continue to include the written report only excluding all ancillary documents.

A vote was taken on Dave’s motion which was amended to accept the June 10 minutes as amended. The motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report (Content submitted prior to meeting)
We ended the month with $61,225 in cash and investments.  

Total revenue for the month was $153 which included $98 in interest income.  Past due assessments are $2,990 which include $1,600 from 2008 and the balance from previous years.

Total expense for the month was $4,317.  This included the following:

1. $      27  C&V office expenses 

2. $    407 Street light electricity

3. $    150 Postage for Gazette 

4. $    144 Landscaping (see Schedule and Larry Jackson Rpt)

5. $    985 Pool repairs (see schedule and Sam Craig Report)

6. $ 2,500 Legal (Gary Hall, Bob Gates, Janet Fortus Lawsuit)

7. $    102  in other expenses

We are carrying a balance Due the City and Village of $351.

Election of Trustee at Large
Sam made a motion to vote by ballot and it was seconded.  Motion passed.
Vote by ballot for Joy Fisher or Armetira Rowey

Joy             10
Armetira    3

Joy Fisher was elected as the at large trustee replacing Kelly Brinkman.

Common Ground 
John Beal Inc. gave an estimate of $1,825 for masonry work on the gatehouse.   Chesterfield Valley Nursery is preparing an estimate for the damaged vibrumin at the front of OFE that was damaged by a vehicle last month.  The estimate was required by the vehicle’s insurance.  The mason doing some of the work included in the $1,825 estimate gave a separate estimate of $675 for tuck pointing the outside of the wall surrounding the gate house which is in need of repair.  The mason will reduce the estimate by $100 to $575 if the mason also gets the work in the $1,825 estimate.  The $575 would be paid by OFE.  This amount of money is more than what has been budgeted for common ground maintenance.

Larry made a motion to use $600 from the OFE budget to tuck point the outside wall surrounding the gatehouse and the motion was seconded.  Discussion was held. 

Larry amended the motion such that it was contingent on the vehicle owner’s insurance approving the $1,825 for the damage to the front of OFE.  Amended motion passed.
Les was going to go down to the gate house with Larry to give his opinion on the need for tuck pointing on the outside wall.

The slide and steps on the playground equipment next to Bookbinder is too high above the ground to be safe for toddlers.  A $780 bid from Koester has been received for 7 cubic yards of dirt, 3 cubic yards of chips and labor that will be used to raise the ground to a safe level in that area.

Larry made a motion to use $780 from the OFE budget to improve the safety of the playground equipment by raising the level of the ground in the area of the steps and slide to a level of 7-15 inches as required by current standards.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion was held.  Motion passed.
Neighborhood Watch
There were 11 “Drive 25” signs put out in neighbor’s yards.
Recreation (Content submitted prior to meeting)
We were blessed with wonderful weather and a great turn out at the Old Farm 4th of July celebration this year.  The day started with the parade at noon which included the fire department, bikes, strollers, wagons, and even a couple of floats this year.  Steve Cori, (an Old Farm resident) who owns Classic Red Hots catering, sold lots of Chicago style hot dogs, brats, and gyros.  Thanks to Steve for taking the time out of his busy schedule to do this again this year.  Activities at the pool included a soda dive, a water balloon toss, limbo, a football toss, attendance prizes, and a 50/50 raffle.  Thank-you to Luke and Susan Bader for organizing the 50/50.  Luke’s company, Bader Appraisal donated 6 tickets to Cardinals’ games to make the raffle more enticing.  The pool earned $125 on this raffle which will be used as start up money for our Trivia Night.  Thanks also to the following worker bees who helped with the games on the 4th;  Luanne Franzer, Barb Dobbert, Michele and Ron Tischer, Nancy Gray, and Joyce Lehman.  The attendance prizes this year were donated by Kathy Renaud and Jim Moll of Coldwell Banker Realty, John Besmer of Landmark Realty, Dobbs Auto Care, Satchmos Bar and Grill, and the Zwick family. Please patronize these local businesses that are so supportive of Old Farm Estates.

Our next event at the pool will be the Adult Party and Trivia Night on Saturday, July 19.

There is a flyer posted on our website which outlines the details of this event.  This is a fun evening.  We will have 8 rounds of “easy” trivia and various other games during the course of the night.  The Old Farm Pool will close at 5 pm on July 19 for this event.  The pool will open again at 6:00 for set up of tables with the actual trivia starting at 6:30.  Call or e-mail Karla before July 15 to reserve your spot.   314 434 4207   

                                                                                             r_reichelt@sbcglobal.net
Architectural
Larry Jackson at 1932 Bookbinder would like to put in a sunroom with attached deck.  Shane, Karla, and Les went to the property and looked at the plans.  A contractor will do the work.  Shane, Karla, Les recommended the approval of the addition.
Shane made a motion to approve the addition of a sunroom to the home at 1932 Bookbinder and the motion was seconded.  Motion passed.
Website
Nothing to report
Streets and Sidewalk 

Nothing to report

Gazette
Nothing to report
Welcome Wagon
Nothing to report.
Pool Committee (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Financial – A financial sheet was given to the trustees showing activity for June, 2008 and 2008 year to date.  Based on current information, we anticipate being very close to break-even for 2008.  The financial sheet can be emailed upon request.
Maintenance – 

Fountain Area – The area has been power-washed and a special sealer has been applied.  This sealer has causes a “rough” finish to make the surface less slick.  This is a temporary fix to get us through the summer.  We are looking at other options.  One idea is that we may have put too much sealer on over the years, filling the gaps in the pebbles.  To fix this we would need to strip all the old sealer and re-seal.  This would have to be done after the season.  

Water Leak – We have engaged Omega Plumbing to help us with this problem.  They brought in a specialist who has tools to find leaks underground.  He reviewed the site on Monday, 7-7-08, and found one significant leak on the spur pipe that feeds the pump house.  He also helped us to map out the locations of the underground supply pipes from the meter to the pool.  We are getting bids on a backhoe to dig the hole to fix the problem.  We will be moving on this aggressively.  

Membership – We are at a total of 130 memberships.  This is up over 2007.  Two key trends have been noticed.  The number of couple’s memberships is up quite a bit.  And, the number of non-resident memberships is down significantly meaning that we are serving a greater proportion of residents.

Operations - We have a new manager for our pool.  He has brought a sense of order and discipline.  We continue to develop our relationship with Pro-Pool.  Also, the crowd at the “free” day on July 4th was huge.  Barb Dobbert is doing a great job of working with Pro Pool and the lifeguards on a day-to-day basis.  

Respectfully submitted

Sam Craig

Chairman

Long Range Planning 

4 people met on 24th of June.  Roger, the OFE attorney, has been asked to draw up a contract that could be submitted to GRG addressing specific issues discussed by the 4 people of the long range planning committee.

Jerry made a motion to approve GRG letter drawn up by Jerry and Nancy which will be sent to OFE homeowners with a survey to get feedback about the GRG trail.  The motion was seconded.  Motion passed.

Cul-de-sacs (Content submitted prior to meeting)
A meeting on June 19th was held to discuss cul-de-sacs.  Those present were Nancy Gray, David Brockes, Carol Colich, Bob Gates, Gary Hall and Darlene Kuhlman.
The committee met with the mission to discuss various options for cul-de-sacs.  A fact talked about is the reality that St. Louis County owns the cul-de-sacs.

We determined at the meeting that we had three options:

1. Contract with St. Louis County and pay for maintenance.

2. Allow the County to remove them (which would more than likely happen if we pressed St. Louis County for maintenance without paying)

3. Design a plan for cul-de-sacs with native plantings and wildflowers (draught resistant) that would require little or no upkeep.

The committee didn’t like options one and two and decided option three was probably most realistic for our subdivision.  

Here are the steps we are working on:

· We are taking photos of all the cul-de-sacs and as soon as possible we will have something to show the trustees.

· Once we have a plan we will contact landscapers (including Koester) to get three competitive bids on grass cutting

· We will work on recruiting volunteers to help with planting and perhaps maintenance including Boy Scouts (maybe having designated work days during the year)

· We will contact the Old Farm Garden Club and ask for its help with designing a basic cul-de-sac planting

Our next meeting is July 24 at Nancy Gray’s house.  Anyone may attend.
New Business
There has been a lawsuit filed with 6 defendants (Kathy Schweitzer, Karla Reichelt, Larry Jackson, Sam Craig, Ted Campbell, and Kelly Brinkman) and 3 plaintiffs (Janus Fortus, Gary Hall, and Bob Gates).  Total legal bill is in excess of $6,000 at this point with OFE paying the $2,500 deductible and insurance paying the rest.
Old Business

No time left.
Good and Welfare
No time left.
Meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

David Voeller 
Approved August 12, 2008











