
Old Farm Estates Subdivision

Minutes of March 10, 2009 Meeting

7:30 p.m. at Thornhill Library

Meeting called to order at 7:30 by Sam Craig.
Trustees Present:  Larry Jackson, Sam Craig, David Voeller, Joy Fisher, Mark Schonhoff, Scott Welker, Luke Bader, Nancy Gray, Dan Bellows, Kathy Schweitzer, Mike Davis
Absent:  Jerry Goldberg, Ted Campbell, Shane Neifert, Les Shenberg
Visitors:  Doug Reyner, Lynn Reyner, Bob Gates, Barbara Gates, Linda Springmeier, Gary Hall, Darlene Kuhlman
Approval of Meeting Minutes

A motion to accept the meeting minutes for February 10, 2009 as amended was made.  Motion was seconded.  Motion passed.
Officer Reports

Treasurer’s Report (Content submitted prior to meeting)
See Financial Statement at the end of the meeting minutes.
We ended February with 84,233 in cash.  We had revenues of 3,196 and expenses of 6,017.

 

Expenses for the month were 270 to City and Village, 250 in landscape improvements and repairs and 5,497 for our general liability insurance.

 

I have not opened our new checking account at St Louis bank nor have I identified and higher yielding CD or money markets.

I filed amended Old Farm Estates Subdivision tax returns for 2006 and 2007.  When these years were originally filed they incorrectly included the pool operations account.  The amended returns now only include the subdivision income and expenses.  This is consistent with all years prior to 2006.  The result will be a small refund that will be due back to the pool.

 

Regarding the pool club.  I have filed returns for "Old Farm Estates Recreation Committee, Inc."  This is the non profit corporation set up in 1984 to operate the pool and swim team.  I mistakenly thought this entity was dissolved and merged with Old Farm Estates.

-Ted Campbell
President’s Report
A mailing sent on February 12 showing the 48 homeowners that are late on their payment was received.
-Sam Craig
The question “what authorized the trustees to take care of land they do not own?”, asked by Bob Gates was answered.  On Jan 15, 1980 an amendment to the indentures was added where article 3 paragraph k gives the justification needed for taking care of the parkway property at the front of OFE which is what the question referred to.
Vice-President’s Report
Nothing to report

-Larry Jackson

Secretary’s Report
Nothing to report

-David Voeller

Standing Committee Reports

Neighborhood Watch
Nothing to report

-Les Shenberg
Recreation
There are some volunteers for April 11 already but more are needed.  A volunteer for the bunny and some volunteers for egg stuffing are needed.  The usual signage will be used to promote the Egg hunt.
-Joy Fisher
Architectural Review
Nothing to report

-Shane Neifert

Communications/Internet (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Nothing to report

-David Voeller
Streets and Sidewalk (Content submitted prior to meeting)
I met with Steve O'Connor (operations manager) from the STL County Highways & Traffic about 3 weeks ago.  Their department will not take down trees unless they are dying or dead or pose a safety hazard and will not repair sidewalks unless there is significant shift that may cause an accident.  In the case of the hill, about 2 weeks ago, they took down a very large limb that went over the road.  Sometime in March, they intend to fill in some dirt between the sidewalk and street and throw in grass seed.  They have said they will also "clean up" the sidewalk while there ....I presume this means get much of the dirt and leaves off it.  They have said they have jurisdiction to work on this from the street to 1 foot from the sidewalk toward the homeowners.  After they clean up the sidewalk, I intend to cut some of the brush back from the sidewalk going in no more than 1 foot so that the brush does not hang over the sidewalk as it had much of last year (with homeowner approval).  I will complete this by the April Trustee meeting.  For major shifted sidewalks, they now repair them with the black asphalt material vs. the grinding method --- Steve acknowledged that no one likes the black patches, but that is their method now due to cost savings.
-Mark Schonhoff
Mark’s 16 year old son will volunteer for the bunny costume on April 11.

Gazette (Content submitted prior to meeting)
The budgeted $180 to pay for the annual bulk mailing permit was requested to be paid.  A cost comparison for this permit and bulk postage for newsletters vs. first class postage (no permit) is about the same. The more mailings we have, then, the more the advantage of our permit.   Also, bulk is cheaper if the Gazette is above one ounce.  According to postage regulation Form 3624, OFE does not qualify for a non-profit postage bulk rate.
-Jerry Goldberg
Welcome Wagon (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Yvette Sanders from City & Village is working on a list of new homeowners and will try having it in the mail soon.  There were no new purchases from September 2008 to December 2008.
-Ted Campbell
Long Range Planning 

Nothing new to report

-Sam Craig

Common Ground (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Maintenance Bid from Koester
· Subdivision entrance-cut and trim.  Blow clippings from beds and streets as needed.  ($75/cut)

· 5 step fertilizer program, subdivision entrance only.  Includes:  2 pre-emergent applications, 3-fertilizer application.  ($385)

· Swim club and designated field areas-along Bookbinder Drive cut, trim and blow clippings as needed.  ($205/cut)

· Spring weed and feed application.  Swim club and fields.  ($600)

· Fall fertilizer application.  Swim club and fields.  ($455)

· Misc. work needed available hourly or per estimate based on $30/man hour.

-Larry
Larry made a motion to accept the contract from Koester for 2009-2010 for common ground maintenance costs.  Motion was seconded.  Discussion was held.  Motion passed.

Pool Committee (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Nothing new to report

-Mike Davis
Ad-hoc/Special Committee Reports

Cul-de-sacs 
The cul-de-sac committee has been working in Nancy’s absence.  Darlene spoke for Nancy because the committee has continued their work without Nancy.  Darlene gave a review of what the committee has already done and what has transpired with the trustees.  The committee decided that an information meeting with the homeowners was appropriate instead of a survey.  The sticky point has been the indenture requirements and money.  
- Darlene Kuhlman/Nancy Gray
Nancy made a motion to approve up to $6,000 for updating all the cul-de-sac islands and up to $3,500 per year thereafter starting January 2010 for the upkeep of said islands.  The forgoing is subject to indenture change by the neighborhood.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion was held.  The motion passed.
GRG Trail
Nothing to report
-Kathy Schweitzer
Sam made a proposal to authorize Roger Fagerberg to move forward with his proposal outlined in the letter passed out at the meeting.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion was held.
Nancy made a motion to table the motion’s vote for up to 2 weeks to give everyone a chance to review Roger’s letter.  Motion was seconded.  Motion passed.
OFE Directory
Nothing to report

-Nancy Gray and Sam Craig

Page-Olive Connector (Content submitted prior to meeting)
From Adam Spector, St. Louis County Highways and Traffic
The East West Gateway Coordinating group has designated $20 Million of the stimulus money for this project.  Other contributors for this section (North of Olive) are: Maryland Heights, Chesterfield and MDOT.  The Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) is reviewing the preferred alignment recommendation of MDOT along with the other three alignments.  They are involved as federal money is involved (pre-stimulus).
 

When FHWA completes their review, then MDOT can announce the alignment decision.  Completion date for the review is unknown.

-Jerry Goldberg
Indenture Bylaws
Nothing to report

-Sam Craig

Old Business

Audit of 2007 Pool Income & Expenditures (Content submitted prior to meeting)
Mark indicated by email that the audit committee is going to try to get the audit done before the next trustee meeting.
-Mark Schonhoff
New Business

Playground Fence

Purpose – Erect a fence between the playground and Bookbinder Drive to prevent children from running into the street.

 

Specifications – The fence shall be 4 ft. high, 72 ft. long of black 3-rail ornamental steel.  It will extend from the parking lot on the south to about 4 ft. from the wood post on the north.  It will be located 2.5 ft. west of the existing sidewalk.   Posts will be set about 30" deep in concrete and will have flat caps.  Posts will be 2" and pickets will be 5/8".  Materials come with a 25 year warranty and one year on labor."  The posts have smooth tops, no spikes.  Like the pool fence, it's made by Ameristar.  It's residential grade, no commercial grade.  No need for commercial grade since we are not trying to keep people out.  We are only trying to prevent young children from running into the street.  Board members can look at the fence at 1444 Old Farm Drive as an example.  
Bid Proposals –

(a)    Custom Design Fence and Deck - $2,310.00

(b)   Chesterfield Fence and Deck - $3,389.76

 

Recommendation – Select (a) based on lowest cost.  Erect in spring of 2009.
-Jerry Lehman

Larry made a motion to install the proposed fence in the proposed location at a cost of $2,310.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion was held.  Motion failed.
Sam handed out a proposed procedure for assessments.

Good and Welfare
Meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

David Voeller 
Financial Statement (Content submitted prior to meeting)
	Revenue
	Feb
	Ytd Totals
	Full Yr Budget

	C&V Assessments Collected
	
	2,900.00 
	7,710.00 
	
	                  55,800.00 

	C&V Recording Fees Collected
	
	165.00 
	330.00 
	
	                       475.00 

	C&V - Investment Income
	
	51.19 
	118.24 
	
	                         71.76 

	Investment Income - US Bank
	
	0.03 
	0.04 
	
	                          0.44 

	Investment Income - St Louis Bank
	
	80.22 
	155.18 
	
	                    1,477.94 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	   Total Revenues
	
	3,196.44 
	8,313.46 
	
	57,825.14 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENSES
	
	
	
	
	

	 C & V  - collection fee (5.5%)
	
	162.29 
	430.58 
	
	3,082.91 

	 C & V  - Gen Office/Copy
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	793.68 

	 C & V  - Postage
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	970.55 

	 C & V  - recording fees
	
	108.00 
	108.00 
	
	762.20 

	 Street Light Electricity 
	
	0.00 
	426.98 
	
	5,027.65 

	 Printing, Mailing & Distr. - Gazette/Directory 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	1,298.58 

	 Insurance         
	
	5,496.75 
	5,748.75 
	
	13,091.17 

	 Special Events    
	
	0.00 
	209.78 
	
	700.00 

	 Legal 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	3,000.00 

	 Taxes   
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	465.04 

	 Internet 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	97.85 

	 Neighborhood Watch 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	0.00 

	 Long Range Plan 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	500.00 

	 Misc    
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	862.59 

	 Landscape maintenance 
	
	250.31 
	920.31 
	
	10,634.50 

	 Landscape watering 
	
	0.00 
	450.00 
	
	970.04 

	 Playground maintenance 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	772.50 

	 Tree removal 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	1,030.00 

	 Landscape improvements 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	4,500.00 

	 Street Lights (new lights) 
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	0.00 

	 Pool Repair & Improve 
	
	0.00 
	559.68 
	
	17,715.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXPENSE TOTALS
	
	6,017.35 
	8,854.08 
	
	66,274.27 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Change in Net Assets
	
	(2,820.91)
	(540.62)
	
	(8,449.13)

	Beginning Net Assets
	
	87,054.31 
	84,774.02 
	
	71,588.68 

	Ending net Assets
	
	84,233.40 
	84,233.40 
	
	63,139.55 

	
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	0.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Checking Balance
	
	
	
	
	

	   Beginning Balance
	
	4,552.26 
	2,120.69 
	
	

	       Net C&V Deposit
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	

	       Interest - US Bank
	
	0.03 
	0.04 
	
	

	       Other Receipts
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	

	       Check Disbursements
	
	(5,747.06)
	(8,315.50)
	
	

	       Transfer from St Louis Bank & US Bank
	
	5,000.00 
	10,000.00 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Ending Balance
	
	3,805.23 
	3,805.23 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	St Louis Bank
	
	
	
	
	

	   Beginning Balance
	
	82,502.05 
	82,653.33 
	
	

	       Net C&V Deposit
	
	2,845.90 
	7,619.66 
	
	

	       Interest - St Louis
	
	80.22 
	155.18 
	
	

	       Transfer from US Bank
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	

	       Transfer from St Louis Bank & US Bank
	
	(5,000.00)
	(10,000.00)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Ending Balance
	
	80,428.17 
	80,428.17 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Due to / Due from C&V
	
	0.00 
	0.00 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Net Assets
	
	84,233.40 
	84,233.40 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surplus
	
	
	84,233.40 
	
	

	Assessments for next year
	
	
	0.00 
	
	

	    Total cash
	
	
	84,233.40 
	
	


Approved April 14th, 2009











